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ABSTRACT
A survey was conducted to obtaln accurate infornation
on graduate school enrollments between 1976 and 1977. Enrollment data
vere gathered- from the nembershlp of the Council of Graduate Schools
in the United States, which'grants 99 percent of the earned
doctorates and 85 percent of the Master's degrees. Of the 359
graduate schocl members, 304 questionnaires were returned. Graduate
school ‘enrollment and full/part-time enrollment increased by less
than '1 percent. A decline of 1.6 percent occurred for enrolluwent at .
the public master's degree institution Total first-~time enrollments
] in graduate schools. increased 1.1 'perc nt, and the number of - .
non-service graduate fellowships increased 1.7 percent. The increase.
..in fellowships is a departure- from recent trends. The largest growth
occurred in the number of master's degrees awarded, and more ‘-
specdifically, at the public institutions. Consistent with past
trends, the number of doctoral. degrees cont1nued to declln s (SWH)
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- As a result of the difficulty ;?‘obtaining accurate information on graduate
enrollments, and- particularly trends in enrollments, qhe.GRE Board and the Coun-
cil of Graduate Sc¢hools -began five years ago to conduct ‘an annual series of sur-
veys of enrollment of the membership of the .Couneil of Graduate Schools in the .

‘United States. The Council membership consists of ‘some 359’ ‘graduate  institutions

’who grant either the ‘master's or doctorate as the highest degree. The membersi
of the Couneil grant 997% of the earned doctorates and 85/ of the master s degrees °

¢

awarded. - , , . A , ! A . . N

. This year's survey, like those of previous years, is divided into “two sections,
the first of which-was distributed in ‘the early- fall of 1977 with a request that
results be returned no later .than OCtpber 28, 1977. . This report provides the
results of the first questionnaire. mailing, it is anticipated that the results of

the second questionnaire mailing will be available early in the spring of 1978
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Sample Description

Survey- questionnaires were sent to each of the. 359 graduate .schools which are
members of CGS. A total of 304 questionnaires were returned for an 85% response .
rate, an indication of the continued cooperation of member graduate schools. .

Since the primary purpose of the questionnaire was to .develop comparative data
betweerf” 1976 .and 1977, responses to questions were included in the analysis only -
'.when data were supplied for both years. Thus, the effective response rate per
‘\‘ * . question will vary from a high of 857 for the overall sample to a low of 74% for .

. the question conderning applications. - While this variability is probably to be

b expected and is smaller than that found in, previous years ‘due to an increased
N - -.effort to have -0- entered where appropriate, it doés-make comparisons across
N
D

-

some questions of restricted value. : .

[

*For reference purposes, this report is also issued as "CGS. Communicator Special
Report #13 December, 1977 "o . A 4 ‘




Comparison of Usable Sample and Base Population T
\ .

o _ 7 (sample of each

fy -. , . e ( . )
: , . X Base ~ * . \ Usable Sample .7 population . -
f .4 ' . . Number . Percent “\Number'f Percent Subgroup)
: ~ Total Institutions . Lt S s ‘ .
. Public 242 T 67%- . 205 . 67% - . 85%
Private -, 117 332 . 199 33% ' o 85%

Total ' 359 _* 100% ' iO& . 100% : 857%

Master's Highest ‘ ) T ' i .
X Degree. ' _ o ’ i L R
.Public L. .82 231 70 237 - 85%
. Private . 27 A 25 T . 8% o 93%

. - Sub-total .. 109 30%, 95° . 31z o 87%
Ph. D Highest = G - i N Ty . :
Degree’ T o _ . ) ST o .

Public - 160 0 45% - 135 C4ST . .. 84
Private ‘ _90 . 25% - - 74 \: S 247 . 82%
Sub-total . « 250 . +70% . 20

. ‘ 697%. ° 847
, ; Continued care’ should be exercised in attempting to compare results of this
- year's survey' with- published results. Qf last yeargs survey insofar as 1976 data
reported in.the current survey may differ from 1976 data reported last year for
several reasons. First, although the. questionnaires -and definitions remain un--
‘changed from last year's survey, the actual number. of institutions responding
"{.decreased by 2.4% and the specific institutions responding in-1977 were not always
identical to. those responding in 1976.° Second, some institutionsbnoted that the
' data for 1976,wh1ch they were - -able to provide for this year's survey were different
.from, ‘and better "thap, .the 1976 data which they provided last year.- Finally,'there
\was .an increase in.CGS membership A5 institutions r 4%) and a decrease" both in
the numbe of respondents and in the response (85% this year as. compared with .
- 91% last year)., Despite these: limitations,( thésgyerall obtained sample (i.e.,
those submitting usable questionnaires on- time) is highly representative of the
) - total CGS population. L e, Eat

s

&

++ Comparisons: of nimber and percentages of the available population and sample
are shown dbove; it should be noted that "Master's Highest Degree refers, through- .

’ out this. report,'only to those institutions for which' the master's degree is, in
fact, the highest degree. .awarded. Data for-these institutions do not reflect

master's degrees offered by institutions which also offer the doctorate.

€
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. The percentages ahown in the tablé on page 2-—and in Tables 1 through 8 at.
. the end of this report--show response rate ‘based on the number of institutions
in CGS; e.g., the J04 institutions providing responses to this survey represent
, . , <
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' .4 1"85% of the GGS institutions and~an 85% response rate is noted. - Since the sample
- " of institutions.with usable data becomes less complete as the complexity of the
' questions or the difficulty of obtaining the data increases, the number of insti-
tutions providing usable data and the response rate that number represents are

given for each questionrin the data presentation.

In addition, several users, of this report have expressed an interest ‘i the
. proportion of total CGS graduate school enrollment which the responding institutions
. represent and these figures, while ,approximate, are provided in a footnote' to
each table. Based. upon the results of this year's survey, combined with additional
data from the Graduate Programs and Admissions Manual, one may estimate the- 1976
total graduate school enrollment for €GS members at approximately 830,000. ~ Using
this estimate, it is then ppssible to report that the 304 institutions which . -
responded to this year's survey represent an 85% requp§b rate (based on percentage
- of CGS institutions) ‘and also actounted .for approx{mately 83% of the 1976 total f
‘gﬁadgate enrollment at- CGS institutions. This latter figure is created by ,taking
the 1976 total enrollment reported this year (687,847) and dividing by 830,000.
For subséquent questions, a similar computation has been- carried out, removing
from the 687,847 the reported total graduate enrollment of each institution which

failed to provide a usable response to the question. . . T f’

-

Results

The results of the survey are displayed in Tables 1 through 8. The tables
‘present the'number of respondents with usable data to each question (i.e., data
for both years| and for all parts of the question), the percentage that -number
represents of the total group or of- the subgroup, e.g., public, the totjal number

. 'of students Teported each year and the percentage change from 1976 to 1977. All
.data are presentéd by public, private, and total. In addition), Tables 1 through 4
.\also’présenﬁﬂdata for-institutions classified by means of the Educational Directory,
Part 3,:in terms of the. highest degree awa¥ded. These categories are: Public-
‘Masger's Highest; Private-Master's Highest; Public-Doctorate Highest; and Private-
. / ‘Doctorate Highest. This additional breakdown was not applied to later questions

. -+ because it was not felt to be particularly important or because the differences

were too small to®affect the overall results. : ' Cy

Finally,fall data were summarized by size of the responding graduate school,

although these summaries do not appear in the tables presenfed. As with last
year's report, this report bases size categories on quartile ranges by institu-
‘tional type drawn from Part I of a prior survey. Thus, each size category--ranging -
from 11" for the smallest institutions to "4" for the largest institutions--will
.contain approximately 25% of all institutions of one type, facilitating meaningful

\ comparisons of institutionmns tﬁr size. Size categories used in this report, by '
institutional, type, are shown on page 4; results based on these size categories
are noted in the following discussion, where appropriate. '

- . . .




Total Graduate School Enrollment for Size Categories, by'Institutional Type

Q (Each size category contains approximate"ly 25% of all
institutions of that institutional type) °

o i .

4

(smallest) : o ' (largest)
Category 1° Category 2 -“Caéegory 3  _Category 4
Public-Master's 0-900  901-1400 1401-2500 over 2500
JHighest Degree : o e . _ 4
v . ) : ’ t ’ <
Private-Master's . 0-250 . ‘ "~ 250-600 601-900 " over 900
, Highest Degree ? : :
Public-Ph. D. 0-1200 1201-2600 2601-4100 over 4100. -
Highest Degree o »
Private-Ph. D. . 0-800 801-1400.  1401-2300 over 2300
Highest Degree y _
, o v .
: ~
DiscussiOn - : ) -
— 7 . L

Table l - Total enrollment this year has had a small increase for the
institutions reporting In total, the increase was 1,439, a 0.27% increase
above -last year. The only decrease was at the public master's degree
institutions where the decline was 1.6%. Viewed in terms of size categories,
private master's institutions experienced a decline in all but category 4

' where there was 'a slight (2.6%) increase. Interestingly, at public Ph.D.
institutlons the only decline (5.5%) was in size 1.

‘ Table 2- Total first time enrollments have' ‘Ancreased slightly (1.1%).
The largest gain (2.7%) occurred in the public master's degree institutions. ,
‘'The only decline (2.1%) was found in the private master's degree institutions.
Although - there are no patterns when examining the size categories, the
‘private Ph.D. institutions show the largest reduction (5.9%) in category,K 3 -
. with a similar incree;e in category 4 (5.1%).

Table 3 = Consistent with last year, the response rate for ‘this question
was the lowest of all items:(74%). By institutional type bothethe public MA
and Private Ph.D. ‘institutions declined by 0.4%. At the public Ph.D. insti-
tutions the loss wis 41ightly larger (2.3%). Looking at the sizé categories
with ‘the exception” of>the public Ph.D. institutions, the smallest'3 categories

‘ showed declines of about 5%. The only increase at she publie Ph. D. institutions
OCCurred in" category 3 ) - S

uired) increased
d a decrease .

' Table 4 - The number of graduate assistants (servi
in all but-the public master's degree institutions w '
(323/) The largest increase (9.57%) also occurred

ions. With 3 exceptions, all size categories increased. Public MA
institutions declined in all sizes. The largest grow ppears’ in size 1
of the private master s degree institutions ’ : ‘

N I
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Table 5 - The, number of graduate j@llows (non-service required) showed
‘a small increase (l 7%) over last year. The'only decline occurred at” the
private MA institutions where the percentage decrease was large (41.2%)
but not very significant because the nuibers of fellowships were small and
the decreases primarily reflect dramatic declines ‘at only two schools.

Table 6 - The table displays a breakdown of full- and part-time student
enrollment for those institutions ‘reporting. The report “indicates increased
total enrollment and additional increase in'the number of part-time students
61%) at. all but the private MA institutions where a slight (1.0%) loss
occurred ‘Both full—time and part-time enrollments have increased but the
part—time enrollment has increased more than full-time. - By.size there is
little variance over last year except in category 2 of the private master's
degree institutions where we find a 7%.shift in full- and part-time enroll— .

nent"full—time .enrollmegt is. up, .part-time enrollment is down.
- b; . 2 N

Table 7 - The number of mgster.s degrees‘awarded,are'up at*all institu—
tions with a total increase of 2.4%.. The public MA institutions made the
best gains (7.5%). Looking at the sizes, all of/zhe larger institutiéns
experienced a slight o moderate increase. s ' '

, Table 8 - Cons1stent with prior years the final table shows a decline
‘ .(3.0%) in the total number 'of do 1 degrees awarded at both public (2.97%)
“ ' -amd private (3.3%) institutions.( In all but size 3 of the public Ph.D.
institutions where a moderate indrease is noted (2.57%) there is a continued
downward trend. : -

Conclusions. r T

'~ © < Although the flrst %art of the CGS- GRE Board Survey of Graduate School
" Enrollment did not:receive the hoped for numbey, of responses from participating
institutions, the data that were generated proved quite valuable in ascertain-
1ng short—term trends in America graduate education. .

~

-

. Sllght change is perhaps e best description of the overall results of
this year's survey. Graduatefzhhool enrollment and full/part-time enrollment
increased by less than'lA. Larger (1-2%) but, again, relative slight

' changes occurred with applications ( 1.6%), first-time enrollments (+1.1%) .

v . and fellowships (+1. 7%) It is important to note that the increase in

fellowships is-a departure from recent trends, The largest growth is seen

. in the number of. master s degrees awarded and more specifically, at the

public institutions: Consistent with past trends the number of doctoral
degrEes cont1nues'4b decline.




a . ***Based on the compﬁtations described under Sample Description on,page 3, the 304 institutions réspdnding to
- this question represent 85% of the CGS institutions'and accountgp for approxinately 83%.of the 1976 total |

.
Y

- the graduate.school, including education, engineering,

o o ~ TABLEL

. TotaivGréduate échool* Enrollmehf by Type of Institution‘ i _ '; o
quiic‘ _y 70 85% l,_gt' 142,806 140,510' 1,67 decrease
~ Private - i 5 : ??353%'..9? | ;glllzz _gllglé 10,9% increase
Sub-Total ,.1 S . 183,93 WL Ly decrease
M. Hghest” 1. T | |
| . | E . '
Public - 7 135 847 396,803 399,662 0,77 increase
Private | ¢ o - ] ‘§ZZ'V - IEZZzlli' ;gzlzgg . 0.5 inére;ée
Sub-qual‘ ‘ © 209 8% - |523,§14 | ‘527,466' 0.6% inchase
quEal ¥ns£itﬁtions | t
hiblie ‘u 0w . 3 | 539,609 s 0 dncresse
|  Private - o o i_ 9 A 148,238 | '°Llﬁ2;llﬁ‘r‘. ‘O.GZ'indreasé
otal ¢ f’304 ;  §07 Kk 687,847 v689,286' 0,27 increaéé'

*For purposes of this survey, institutions vere asked to include all students considered as registered in

to ¥A/MS or Ph,Di, £d,D., or other doctorates,

| ‘**Pefcentage figufe9§;re the number of institutions fesponding to this question as a'percenfage of the number

‘avallable in the total group, For example, 70 Public Master's Highest' Degree institutions responded out of

‘a possible 82-such institutions {n the CGS membership for an 85% response rate for. that group of institutions,

. [
r N )

student enrollment at,CGS institutions, l

-y

N - 1 . .
o . . . B oy ]

social work, medical and business-prog%ams leading o
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First-Time Graduate Enrollment by Type of Institution

N

Maeter'S‘Highest “‘ N '

Publ{c | | 63 M 28,975 29,769 LA dncrease
Pri";‘,lté n oo | | _i,§4_2 5,326 : 2,0% decrease
Sub-:.['otel 8 1{3‘%‘ TR 15,295 L9% dncrease

' Ph.D, Highest | | : | | | | | |
, Public 129 | 512{_ 95,946 ! 96,487 ‘vo.oz' m,e;ease |
Private | R _ZQ. 18 fflh 3492 35,63 | 1¢82 ﬁnereese |
. Sub-Total' w1 0.9% fcresse
. Total Institutions‘_ ’ o | | S . \ ,f, | /'.‘ l‘
 Public | 192 TE/ 124,92\‘1 126,25 .;;”iz increase
Private; - rgz | Z§Z" CoTTh0E o 41,165 /i;32 increase
Total o 155 161,01 LI fncrease

. . N : /( .
) ' é -t } /!
e ' o , f
. i : P

*Based on the computations described under Samgle Description on page 3, the 284 institutions responding to
| this question represent 804 of the/ CGS institutions and accounted for approximately 774 of the 1976 total )
+ | student enrollment at CGS institufions. . A ‘ N : .

. ‘.




~ : {“ ‘ ‘ '
“‘ .“.

lyn -% Change'-

“vp?ﬁl ;' Master s Highest' s

Public j[f?,-' g‘ R [ N N 11 SR ' decreasex‘}' '

. Private : f;;;: 2 v"l , n_'lél o vﬁlﬁll‘ °_2J§QQ: H'iv. 94 1 27 increasenn L
Sub-Tntal S m mm o e o o et
Ph D Highesé g 5_ | LT | e
| T I we O owm - 5@7,525 o decrease B
3‘1:;‘ nPrivate | S 67 | Zﬁl’ | ;§§4§Z§/ _“1}2;22§  - 0 bt decreaseel, ,i.l
g Sub-Total BT IR 1T : B, :f';.' 440:439,"' , 1.szdegr£as§, :
Total Institutions | |
" Publie - mom 376}270'7He';‘u!'368;650 | 2.bz decrease

oo hivate . B K l142,777'}r ,v“;142,326 © 0.3 decrease .
Total S S0 S0 L6hdecrease

J : . Sy R St
. . ‘ . ¥
. ! 1 N . o

/

5 *Baged on the conputations described under Sample Description on. page 3 the 264 institutions responding .['5Ji L
to this question represent 74% of the CGS institutions and accounted for approximately 7IA of: the 1976 : fnt}j‘:f
total student enrollugnt at CGS dnstitutions, IR , Lo
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5 TABIE 4 ‘
. h‘ﬂ" o N | ) | CL
. [4 . K B f“ )
| Number of Graduate Agsistants (Service Required)
: \ B h " . p
Nuber 1 9% 17 % Change
oo - ' ' | R
Master's Highest
'ﬂlblic' R BRI 1 801 5,703 - 5,572 L L% decrease'l
g, Private e s 530 8.4 dncrease
\ . ) o d 4 ‘ ) . .
Stb-Total . S 9 TF - &6 .. 5 , < 1.4% decrease.
a.\'} f’hluDl I{ﬁﬂt | N . ‘\\"\ ! | - - : . t\ " ,
) L . , SO . ‘
¢ Bblic Soooown, M Tmam o &% 29% dncrease
Private * v g7 LY 17,608 18,082 - 2.6% increase
Vo gm0 g 100,88 103,74 2,81 dncrease
. . '4\\ .
~ Total Institutions - Y . | .
mblic - o800 sem. 9L LT dnrease
ylae . 9 I 16,00 1852 . 241 fncrease
o j?gtal“ T Eﬁi;. . ;Nsozgfif‘f107,069 ‘ 1099548 B 2r5% increase
; o R .
! ~~ | \
7 - |

-

i . [ .
K *BaSed on the computatlons desteribed under Sample Description on page 3 ‘the Y85 institutions responding
, to this question represent 80% of the CGS institutions and accounted for approx1mately 76/ of the

i . L
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\ | : | TABLE '5 ‘ . o . 'Il‘ . : “ ‘ " ! j
A o o . “ ’ " . .
\ Number of Graduate Fellows (Nonservice Required) , |
L Namber . 1 9% - 1977 . . Y_% Change ,
. Ve Y ’ \ ' ‘ o . L
© Pblie. . . . 183 16% 13,72+ - 13,8% 0.7 dncrease
Priate . . 88 B u,m 10500 . 07 fncresse o
 Total el 6 sk, 25,88 L7 dncresse
. . A . - o o ‘ o ~’ : ) .
J/ 5 . . : : ‘ ’V I
. o b TBLEG -
a . y T o BEECR ey
| Fill‘tie - Part-tingt Total Buwolluent - B
‘ ' \ i , S '\4: o O T
‘ ; ’ - 19% S ('Y AR S
1 : B E e Loh v B
o . Full-tiwe  Part-tie . Rll-tim’ . - Part-time |
CNuber 4 _Nuber % . Nuber 7 ' Naber - 4 Number - %

hblle 19079 - 19629 MR WGAD €M 1853 T 3p L6620
e %5 G 60,56 G 80486 ST USO8l W1 489 S8p

Total 287 B0%xx% - 254,784 .40% 387,931 _' 60%: -‘\‘;"‘253,406 ‘lw, 397 394,1%’7 .'61% ‘o , ., d
’ o ' . | ! ;l‘ I.‘ R ”' ‘ e H ‘

[ ]
) L

" ran
N

*Baged on the computations described wder Sample Description on page 3 the 271, institutions respoﬂding to S
*" . this question represent 76% of the CGS institutions and accounted for approximately 727 of the 1976 total .t
' student enrollment at CGS institutions. ' o o RERER o

\ **Institutions were directed to apply their own institutional definitions to "part time" and "full time
***Based on the computations described wmder Sample Description on page 3 the 287 institutions responding to'
- this question represent 807 of the CGS institutions and accowted for approximately 78/ of the 1976 total
student enrollment at, CGS institutions, : Lo :
E , R 1 -
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-y Ll ‘ ‘ \
N emBET A "\
w‘. * ﬂ | . A .“ , o
' ~ Mumberfof Master's Degrees _ - S .
Co T e L ¥ 96M il
‘- ) . . ' ) bad ‘. ‘ g "'r'-——— ;‘ . q
Cmblie WS L Bg o med0 L 65& 2. dncrease "
' : . ‘ i ! s e ' . '. ‘ . ' ’] . t . ,
' ' ' | o [ # o 3 _ ," ‘ ' ' ‘ :/
8 Private - ,'V %8 . 841 34,08 34,355 . : 0.9% fncrease . .-
o ol 3L BE 10,08 . 16, 010' BN tncreg’sg('\
. R ) ‘ ) o : [ ' " t St . \w-'.' I M o "’ L
“}I - - ¢ ~ ;o
] ’/. l‘ - ‘é [ N ! ( ‘
*Based on the computatlons described under Sample Descrip@@nn on page 3 the 303-institutions responding to.
this question.represent 854 of the. CGS institutions and 5ccounted for approximately 82/ of the 1976 total '_-(
student enrollment at CGS instdtutions, . A
| | - : U | S S o
. | TS St | e
7 T SU
. Nunber offPh:D.tDegrees o ‘i'\ff‘: -
' I_A' ' . ! 4 o ) , E . : . e ' . :
L o Namber  » & LT6 -197'6-77“"‘,-_: % Change .
Pblie . 6 8sn 1665 161 . 25K decrease
A“'A“-.". . | ' v‘ "h\. ‘ ( | : B
© Private . . <, 73 81 6,915 6,690 . . 3.2% decrease
o ol \qw Coopsk | B L0 decresse >
e '= ‘ e P ' R

“*Based on the eomputatlons descrlbed under Sample Description-on page 3, the 209 institutlons responding 'to
this question represent 847 of the CGS doctoral instltutions. | :




